THEY CHOSE TO
STAY...

THE TRUE STORY OF
HEROIC AMERICANS
DURING THE

RAPE OF NANKING

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HISTORY CHANNEL NEW DOCUDRAMA “SCARS OF NANKING”
TO PREMIERE ON 80th ANNIVERSARY OF NANKING MASSACRE

In SCARS OF NANKING, American missionaries struggle to save Chinese civilians from
slaughter and rape at the hands of Japanese invaders—and to smuggle out evidence of the
infamous Nanking Massacre of 1937. Directed by John Ealer (World Wars; Making of the
Mob) and produced and written by Frederick Rendina (World Wars; Francisco, the Jesuit).

Four years before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, a small band of foreigners,
including American missionaries, choose to stay in the fallen Chinese capital during the
brutal “Rape of Nanking” —and help create a safety zone for civilians. These Americans
play a key role in bringing evidence of the Nanking Massacre to the rest of the world. One
missionary, Father John Magee, films the aftermath of atrocities, while another, George
Fitch, risks everything to clandestinely spirit the films out of the city. Dr. Robert Wilson
saves countless lives as the only remaining surgeon in Nanking, and a heroic teacher,
Minnie Vautrin, prevents hundreds of rapes singlehandedly. Their stories come to life
through the letters and diaries they actually wrote during that terrible time as they bear
witness to one of the worst wartime atrocities in history.

Renowned experts provide powerful insight, including historian lan Buruma, editor of the
New York Review of Books and author of Year Zero: A History of 1945 and Academy
Award nominated filmmaker Christine Choy (/n the Name of the Emperor, Who Killed
Vincent Chin). Survivors and eyewitnesses add resonance.
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Special Broadcast: December 13, 2017, 9AM EST
History Channel (US), History Channel (Asia), Jiangsu TV (China)
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